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EDITOR’S NOTE 





HIS work by the famous Egyptian historian and tradi- 

tionist, Jalal-ud-Din us-Suyiti (1445-1505 A. D.), is 
based on two ancient manuscripts—the only two in existence 
—one in Cairo and the other in Leiden. Of the five to six 
hundred books sketched by the pen of this indefatigable 
author, whose knowledge was encyclopzedic in its range and 
character, this book is one of the few valuable ones that 
have hitherto been practically unknown to the world, neither 
Brockelmann, Nicholson, Huart, nor Zaidan having ever 
mentioned it, or referred to the manuscripts, in their histories . 
of Arabic literature. The Leiden manuscript bears on the 
cover a wrong title: “(A ‘yanul-A ‘yan wa-A bn’ uz-Zaman.”” 
The material presented, therefore, is for the first time made 
accessible to scholars and to the Arabic-speaking public. 

The book isa collection of 200 brief biographical sketches 
of the most distinguished men and women in the Muslim 
world who lived in or about the fifteenth century (9th 
A.H.). The list, alphabetically arranged, includes fagihs, 
sultans, poets, grammarians, mathematicians, government 
officials, etc., scattered from Samarqand to Andalusia. The 
accounts contained reflect the social, religious and political 
life and institutions in Islam during the latter Mamluk 
period, and certain accounts can be found in no other work. : 

The editor has collated the data in the two original manu- 
scripts with other contemporaneous sources, made a number 
of corrections, suggested some emendations, and added gram- 
matical, historical and geographical notes. 

PHILIP K. HITTI. 


Princeton University 
December, 1927 
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